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[Photo: Dan Provost]If there was one thing that made me jealous when watching Apple’s iPad 2 unveiling event last month, it was the really sweet Smart Cover. Not only because it is essentailly a spacesuit for the iPad 2, but the cool use of the magnets to turn the tablet on and it’s useful flexibility (though not so much the luminous colors). Imagine my
disgust then when I dicovered it was only for the new slimmer model, leaving out us iPad 1 owners. Not any more. Dan Provost also wanted a Smart Cover for his iPad Fat, so he decided to do a little bit of tinkering to make one fit. He simply attached four rare-earth magnets to the side of the iPad’s flat edging with super glue, which he lined up by
attaching them to the cover first. To remove the magnet, Dan suggests lightly chipping them off with a hammer. This hack may be straightforward, but it is not for the faint of heart and isn’t without some issues. Although the cover is flush against the ipad, and can be unattached easily, those magnets to keep it attached will be permanently stuck to
the iPad, even when you aren’t using the cover. Also, unfortunately the cover won’t turn on your iPad when you open it up, so at present the hack only lets you use the Smart Cover as a screen protector and stand. At least it still looks as nice as it would on the iPad 2, even if the hack has a couple of drawbacks. Check out the video to get a feel of how
it looks and some further explanation from Dan himself: Would you try this hack with your iPad? Tell us in the comments below. [Dan Provost via Make] Get your GeekTech on: Twitter - Facebook - RSS | Tip us off If you have an iPad and want to use it to get some serious work done, you may want to pick up an external keyboard or a keyboard case to
help you use your tablet more like a laptop. Whether it's a hard-dock that will charge your iPad while you work, or a simple wireless or Bluetooth keyboard you pair with the iPad, we want to know which ones are the best for the job. For all the criticism the iPad and other tablets get for being "just toys", they actually have a...Read moreNot all iPad
keyboards are created alike, and some of them are definitely better than others. We're willing to bet that those of you who have iPads and use an external keyboard have one you'd recommend to others if they want to extend the capabilities of their tablet. Let us know which ones you think are the best in the discussions below!The call for contenders
is closed! To see which of your nominees took the top five spots, head over to the five best iPad keyboards to see, and vote for the all-out winner! The iPad is a great tablet for many things, but not all of us consider it a solid productivity...Read moreG/O Media may get a commissionHive Five nominations take place in the discussions, where you post
your favorite tool for the job. We get hundreds of nominations, so to make your nomination clear, please include it at the top of your post like so: VOTE: BEST IPAD KEYBOARD. Please don't include your vote in a reply to another person. Nominations emailed to us will not be counted. Instead, make your vote and reply separate discussions. After
you've made your nomination, let us know what makes it stand out from the competition.About the Hive Five: The Hive Five feature series asks readers to answer the most frequently asked question we get: "Which tool is the best?" Once a week we'll put out a call for contenders looking for the best solution to a certain problem, then YOU tell us your
favorite tools to get the job done. Every weekend, we'll report back with the top five recommendations and give you a chance to vote on which is best. For an example, check out last week's five best living room speaker sets. If you're watching movies, playing video games, or enjoying your favorite TV shows to just the...Read moreThe Hive Five is
based on reader nominations. As with most Hive Five posts, if your favorite was left out, it's not because we hate it—it's because it didn't get the nominations required in the call for contenders post to make the top five. We understand it's a bit of a popularity contest, but if you have a favorite, we want to hear about it. Have a suggestion for the Hive
Five? Send us an email at tips+hivefive@lifehacker.com!Photo by Michael Sheehan. Apple has model numbers for all their products. The original iPhone was iPhone 1,1. The iPhone 3G was iPhone 1,2. The current iPhone 4S is iPhone 4,1. The next iPhone will be iPhone 5,1. Likewise, the original iPad was iPad 1,1. The iPad 2 was iPad 2,1. And the new
iPad is iPad 3,1. The Retina MacBook Pro is MacBookPro 10,1. Following pre-production code names, that's how Apple classifies things internally.Within models, there are variants. The iPhone 3G was a radio variant of the original iPhone 1,1 but was fairly similar otherwise, hence iPhone 1,2. The iPhone 3GS got a whole new chipset, so also got a
new, model bump to 2,1. Likewise, the iPad 2 was a leap ahead of the original, so it got iPad 2,1. At least the Wi-Fi version did. The GSM/AT&T version got iPad 2,2 and the CDMA/Verizon version got iPad 2,3. When Apple updated the internals again this spring for the newer, lower cost version, that variant was iPad 2,4.iPad 2,5 has been showing up
in developer logs for months and iPad 2,6 was noted yesterday by Marco Arment on Marco.org. So what are they?Marco thinks they may be the iPad mini. Since we've already seen that Apple doesn't consider something like a boost in radio technology from 2G/EDGE (iPhone 1,1 -- the original iPhone) to 3G/HSPA (iPhone 1,2 -- the iPhone 3G) to be
worth a full model number increment, but they do consider the switch from an Apple A4 chipset (iPhone 3,1 -- the iPhone 4) to an Apple A5 chipset (iPhone 4,1 -- the iPhone 4S) to be increment worthy. Marco's thinking seems to be, given the iPad mini will likely use all the components of the iPad 2, only shrunken down -- something iMore reported on
back in May -- that Apple might just keep using the iPad 2 model series as well.iPad 2,5 would then be the iPad mini Wi-Fi, with 2,6 being AT&T/GSM, and theoretically we'd also see 2,7 for Verizon/CDMA, and perhaps other models for other regional radios.So where does that leave 4G LTE networking? The iPad 2 doesn't currently include a 4G LTE
radio the way the iPad 3 does. Would Apple stick to the same HSPA+ and CDMA radios in the existing iPad 2? Not necessarily.We've already seen that Apple doesn't increment models a full number just for radio changes. So, if Apple is shrinking down the iPad 2 internals and re-packaging them into the relatively narrower iPad mini case, they could
easily include LTE for both AT&T/GSM and Verizon in their respective models. And they could likely do so using the same newer, better Qualcomm 28nm MDM9615 chip that's expected to hit the iPhone 5 this September, and perhaps more products soon thereafter.Alternatives for iPad 2,5 and iPad 2,6 could include yet more tweaks for the existing
iPad 2. iMore did learn Apple was planning to push the new, miniature Dock connector out across their complete iOS product line, but we didn't learn anything to specifically indicate older products like the iPad 2 and iPhone 3GS, iPhone 4, and iPhone 4S would be getting them as well. A Dock connector alone might not be worth a new variant
indicator anyway. (There's no precedent for that on iOS devices, so it's harder to predict.)Would Apple really launch an entirely new product in the iPad mini as part of the year-old iPad 2 model line? Wouldn't an all new iPadmini 1,1, 1,2, 1,3, etc. be cleaner and less confusing? These are Apple internal designations that consumers can only find by
clicking their way deep into product information inspectors. That means Apple will do whatever is cleaner and less confusing for them not for us.And we'll find out what that is this fall...Source: Marco.org Thanks to a hole in AT&T’s security, a group of hackers-for-hire called Goatse Security (tagline: “gaping holes exposed.” If you don’t get it, please
do not investigate. For your own sake) was able to snag the email addresses of over 114,000 iPad 3G users. That list included illustrious members of the United States government and military, as well as prominent journalists and business leaders.The hack aroused lots of outrage, even though realistically it’s a fairly minor problem-the only data
gained were those email addresses, and those give no direct means of gaining access to a user’s system. But it’s still a security breach, and AT&T was forced to explain. Not so surprisingly, AT&T laid the blame heavily on Goatse Security.On June 7 we learned that unauthorized computer “hackers” maliciously exploited a function designed to make
your iPad log-in process faster by pre-populating an AT&T authentication page with the email address you used to register your iPad for 3G service. The self-described hackers wrote software code to randomly generate numbers that mimicked serial numbers of the AT&T SIM card for iPad - called the integrated circuit card identification (ICC-ID) -
and repeatedly queried an AT&T web address. When a number generated by the hackers matched an actual ICC-ID, the authentication page log-in screen was returned to the hackers with the email address associated with the ICC-ID already populated on the log-in screen. The hackers deliberately went to great efforts with a random program to
extract possible ICC-IDs and capture customer email addresses. They then put together a list of these emails and distributed it for their own publicity. Some of those claims are true-Goatse Security is, realistically, a loose-knit group of hackers, and the method described therein is fairly accurate-but the implication is a little suspect. Not only does
AT&T refuse to apologize for leaving customer information so easily available, they threaten to prosecute (along with the FBI, possibly) Goatse Security for the hack.That part gets a little iffy. At first, in the original Gawker expose, Goatse Security claimed to have contacted AT&T about the security hole. AT&T says that is not the case, and in this
CNET interview, a member of the Goatse team says the team merely ascertained that the hole was closed before offering the story to Gawker-they don’t seem to have made much of an effort to contact AT&T. But that interview also makes it fairly clear that the group did not “distribute it [the list of email addresses] for their own publicity,” and took
pains not to reveal the flaw publicly until the network was no longer vulnerable.Goatse methods and professionalism are murky, as can be expected from a group of hackers-and may or may not have broken the law here. But AT&T neglects to mention that this “hack” takes advantage of their own glaring security hole. The letter does not apologize for
that screwup, and instead places the blame on the whistleblower. Dan Nosowitz, the author of this post, can be followed on Twitter, corresponded with via email, and stalked in San Francisco (no link for that one-you’ll have to do the legwork yourself).
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